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Károly Fellinger (Bratislava, 1963) is a Hungarian poet and writer who lives in 

Slovakia. He has published 17 books of literature, his poetry has been translated in 

English, German, Serbian and Romanian. Recipient of numerous awards, Károly 

Fellinger’s Humility1 was published in 2014 by Libros Libertad, in Canada.  

In Fellinger’s writing, the intangibility of the metaphysical, theological fragments 

and the concreteness of physicality appear as inseparably, organically intertwined 

offering a dynamic view of the depicted and textualized contents. The highly 

metaphorical character of the poems is meant to map the “inextricable plurality2” 

of existence. 

The overlapping literary and philosophical dimensions appear as co-occurring 

verbal manifestations of the search for transcendence. The boundary points of 

liminality creating a vibration disrupting the ostensible tensions between the 

different levels of corporeity and spirituality. Absence, doubt and oblivion become 

the structuring pillars of the poetical chains laying the foundation of a teleology of 

faith and positive ontology outlined in the binary relation of “Birdsong3”: 

The scarecrow 
flies off my attique 
 
soars to the skies 

                                                           
1 KÁROLY, Fellinger, Humility, Surrey, Libros Libertad, 2014. (translation by Márta Gyermán-Tóth) 
2 GASCHÉ, Rodolphe, Quasi-Metaphoricity and the Question of Being, SILVERMAN, Hugh J. and 

IHDE, Don (eds.), Hermeneutics and Deconstruction, Albany, State University of New York Press, 1985, 

p. 166-190. (p. 188. for the quotation) 
3 Humility, p. 1. 
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with eyes  
set on the ground 
 
a light twig in its beak 
but the desire bounds it 
to earth.  

In this writing, the perceptible and prosaic elements of reality (particularized 

objectuality of a glass), of a belt or of brown paper pertain to the question of 

metaphysicality gaining existence in the diverse forms of expression of the 

relationality between objective knowledge and observation, finite subjectivity, and 

the transcendental.  This textual univers conceives of reality as constructed in 

multiple positions of rethinking, rearticulation and  reinscription developed in the 

texts of Humilty, atomizing longer poetic and interpretative movements by the 

juxtaposition of distant ideational levels. 

a pinned dust mote 
connecting two parallels 
 
God can’t find his place 
he must be home already 
he has arrived4 

The constant symptomatic play and oscillation between the divine and the humane 

dislocates the monolithic readings and creates “an active and fluid circulation”5 of 

ideas and interpretations. The physical essence of objectual, phenomenal reality is 

counterpoised by the incessant striving after freedom. As physical and aphysical 

thematic phases alternate in the text, these interchanging dynamics can be read as the 

rotating momenta of disintegration and reintegration, as a mental reeling between 

the concrete-empirical, finite, conditioned face of reality and the unconditional 

absoluteness expressed in Biblical references, manifesting a greater completeness and 

depth of freedom. The focal point of the texts can be seized in a movement of ascent 

which demonstrates an “anthropocentric conception of substance”6, however, with  

                                                           
4 Humility, p. 4. 
5 NICOLA, Pitchford, Tactical Readings: Feminist Postmodernism in the Novels of Kathy Acker and Angela 

Carter, Cranbury, Associated University Presses, 2002, p. 152-158. (p. 153. for the citation) 
6 IL’IN, I. A., The Philosophy of Hegel as a Doctrine of the Concreteness of God and Humanity, Chicago, 

Northwestern University Press, 2011, p. 3-11. (p. 9. for the quotation) 
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the indispensable referential presence of transcendental even if it is translated in 

the language of objective reality, drew into the immediacy of worldly conditions.  

Jonas does penance painting the cave 
a whale skeleton in the gap deep down7 

God starves 
on bread and water 
pair of unforeseen eyes 
a hunger strike 
preparation for eternity8 

Biblical components alongside with sensory-perceptual elements create a real 

topology of metaphorical condensation, where each focal point denotes a symbolic 

ontological micro-universe opening itself up to cognitive activation. These textual 

segments are dynamically foregrounded in the relationship between the physical 

givenness of objectual reality and the perceptual and metaphysical pole. 

idling Elijah’s chariot 
while the sky 
the God-given sky 
turns blue 

The poems commemorate the Slovakian-Hungarian writer, Alfonz Talamon, Hans 

Christian Andersen, the Hungarian turkologist and traveler, Ármin Vámbéry, the 

directors Luchino Visconti, Judit Elek, Miklós Jancsó, Jiří Menzel and Miloš 

Forman, friends and family members. We can also discover the traces of patriotic 

feelings and a public-spirited engagement for the conservation and the diffusion of 

the values of local history and heritage.  

I sold my land 
my forest 
my pasture 
my fiels 
not to mention the vineyard 
and I spent it on publishing 
my homeland’s 
fairy tales and legends9 

                                                           
7 Humility, p. 5. 
8 Ibid., p. 9.  
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We can observe an increasing transparency of metaphors in the unfolding texts as the 

“flow of focal attention”10 shifts gradually towards abstraction, only to return to the 

poetics of lived experience and to the impersonal encoding of the metaphysical 

pointing constantly to an elsewhere and to an otherness of immaterial distance and 

disembodiment11. The motives of auto-affection are the depository elements of the 

narrative presence of self-conscious subjectivity, of an egological12 matrix of 

reference. The unity, continuity and constitution of the self are filtered though an 

altruistic desire, through the intention of a “radical heteronomy”13 deepening the 

experience of otherness by the constant proximity of the metaphysical realms often 

expressed in dense and laconic philosophical thoughts. 

If the world were not prefabricated 
God would have to finish this poem14  

reality somewhat 
beyond god 
not the way it is15 

although God’s invisible 
he’s neither in the mirror16 

The theological component of the texts and the interplay of capital letters and small 

letters display egopoietic17 strategies, auto-structuring articulations controlling  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
9 Humility, p. 77.  
10 MÜLLER, Cornelia, A Dynamic View of Metaphor, Gesture and Thought, DUNCAN, Susan D. et al. 

(eds.), Gesture and the Dynamic Dimension of Language: Essays in Honor of David McNeill, Amsterdam, 

John Benjamins, 2007, p. 109-116. (p. 109. for the quoted expression)  
11 VERSTRAETE, Ginette, Relocating the Idea of Europe, MARGARONI, Maria and 

YIANNOPOULOU, Effie (eds.), Metaphoricity and the Politics of Mobility, New York, Rodopi, 2006, p. 

101-103.  
12 Both dyachronic and synchronic  egology have their manifestations in the poems. See FLORIDI, 

Luciano, The Ethics of Information, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2013, p. 212-221. (see p. 213. for the 

quotation)  
13 KUNZ, George, The Paradox of Power and Weakness : Levinas and an Alternative Paradigm for Psychology, 

Albany, State University of New York Press, 1998, p. 166-181. (citation from p. 172.)  
14 Humility, p. 76. 
15 Ibid., p. 75.  
16 Ibid., p. 74.  
17 FLORIDI, Luciano, op. cit., p. 218. 
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mental homeostasis between self-consciousness and metaphysical-ethic 

alterology18. Writing, defined as the archeological sphere of memory constructs the 

living presence out of the retention19 of affectively engaging series of impression: 

time-consciousness is emotionally driven structurd by hyle20.  

and as I closed my eyes I saw the creator himself 
running down and up with toy blocks 
humming a song I think 
something like 
the die is cast 
the die is cast 

The human character of the typology of the transcendental reduces the elusiveness 

of the concept of God, the referential distance. The author “deconventionalizes”21 

the imagery of the divine, thereby constituting a subversive field of meaning 

deeply embedded in the symbolic dimensions of poetic creation transgressing the 

dichotomizing binary logic. This feeling of proximity and acquaintance characterize 

the book. The auctorial intention of the detotalization of the transcendental gives 

way to subjective interpretation which reorients the   “traditional metaphysics of 

presence”22 and rephrases the universe in a language of familiarity. 

the pair of eyes 
hunt mice in the sky 
the song soars 
from spinning baskets 
washing its feathers in the water23 

 

 

                                                           
18 LLEWELYN, John, Appositions of Jacques Derrida and Emmanuel Levinas, Bloomington, Indiana 

University Press, 2002, p. 80-93. (p. 91. for the cited notion)  
19 LAWLOR, Leonard, Derrida and Husserl: The Basic Problem of Phenomenology, Bloomington, Indiana 

University Press, 2002, p. 69-78. (p. 70.)  
20 Interpreted as a “worldly reality […] hyle appears to be a “mediation” between transcendent reality 

and immanent intentionality, between passive and active constitution.” Ibid., p. 72.  
21 POSNOCK, Ross, Philip Roth’s Rude Truth: The Art of Immaturity, Princeton, Princeton University 

Press, 2006, p. 48-61. (p. 52.)  
22 GREGG, John, Maurice Blanchot and the Literature of Transgression, p. 189-196. (see p. 195. for the 

citation)   
23 Humility, p. 70. 
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My eyeballs are steeds 
in front of 
a carriage 
 
charging through oblivion 
through curiosity 
at all costs 
 
the fingers  
intertwine 
twigs break 
wheels turn 
 
the chasm haunts 
like an uninvited guest 
the memory 
carves a broom handle 
out of wild pearl wood24 

As the diverse layers of reality come into contact, “wider strata of sense are 

revealed”25 and the imagery of rural life, indigence, floral and geographical 

symbolism enter into the textual “processes of the construction of the self”26. The 

incorporation of a wide span of experiences and self-definitions proves to be an 

effective way to embrace an extensive and highly diversified horizon of subjectivity. 

The “assertion of multiple subjectivities”27 is a constitutive source of a plurality of 

self-representations assuring a tinged image of the self, where the absence of links or 

cross-connections is “filled in by the liberating proliferation of the multiple forms of 

subjectivity”28. Therefore, the finite horizon of meaning seems to be deconstructed by 

the emergence of an ostensibly almost limitless chain of experiences of the self and a 

mythology of self-apprehension. In this approach, poems are conceived of as the 

metaphorized textual crystallizations of a psycho-philosophical analysis of a 

transparent self. The apparent thematic and chronological linearity is often abruptly  

                                                           
24 Humility, p. 69. 
25 D’HAEN, Theo et al. (eds.), World Literature : A Reader, New York, Routledge, 2013, p. 142-149. (p. 

143.) 
26 HARTER, Susan, The Construction of the Self: A Developmental Perspective, New York, Guilford Press, 

1999, p. 228-231. 
27 ŽIŽEK, Slavoj, Introduction, ŽIŽEK, Slavoj (ed.), Cogito and the Unconscious, Durham, Duke 

University Press, 1998, p. 6-10. (p. 6. for the cited expression) 
28 Idem. 
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disrupted and the multiple voices appearing in the fissures and poses “enrich the 

process of meaning’s production”29 and it’s differentiation.  

as roots spread out for life 
your hand reaches for the knife 
a little kid gardening in love30 

Identity appears as a mediating entity shifting the emphasis from physical place 

and social space31 to the phenomenality of the perceptual. 

John searches for a safe planet in the sky 
with his gaze of course one 
with bottomless wells 
where hiding can dig in 
his cut-back hands, legs whistle 
punctually late for expiration”32 
“he searches for the cooled off switch 
but suddenly the switch 
crawls away, it creeps away 
it multiplies on the ceiling 
John jumps, screws himself in 
and his head shines overflowing33 

Humility presents an ontological walking-tour that seizes the dubitative, nebulous 

dimension of metaphorical referentiality in order to create a world enclaved 

between the realm of the transcendental and the structured reality of sensory 

experience. This book is the “wordling of the word”34, the seemingly paradoxical 

congruence of the transience of poetic stupor, ethical space, of the dynamics of the 

cosmos, of the subjectivity of intra- and transpersonal experience and of the diverse 

manifestations of the heteronomous self and of physical materiality. These texts  

 

                                                           
29 TYAGI, Ritu, Ananda Devi : Feminism, Narration and Polyphony, Amsterdam, Rodopi, 2013, p. 77-91. 

(p. 82. for the quoted expression) 
30 Humility, p. 68. 
31 FITZGERALD, Thomas K., Metaphors of Identity : A Culture-Communication Dialogue, New York, State 

University of New York Press, 1993, p. 81-93. 
32 Humility, p. 65. 
33 Ibid., p. 64. 
34 VAHANIAN, Gabriel, Praise of the Secular, Charlottesville, University of Virginia Press, 2008, p. 67-

76.  (p. 70. for the quoted expression) 
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create a space where the singular and the plural collide and merge into a 

heterogeneous, highly differentiated universal.  

 

 

Fort he bio-bibliography, see p. 133.  


